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				Foreword

				I have just finished reading Brett Lindner’s book From War to Wonder and it has really fired me up. But then that’s what the evangelist anointing will do.

				Brett is a true-blue bible evangelist and I can say that with confidence and authority because as a Senior Pastor for thirty years I have seen a lot of itinerant and travelling ministries.

				There’s a genuine passion for the gospel, souls and the supernatural in Brett’s life. If he’s not on the road ministering in a church somewhere you will find him at his home church worshipping, interceding fervently at one of our prayer meetings or meditating in the Word of God for a fresh revelation.

				I say all of this because this book From War to Wonder is a testimony of his life from coming to Christ to evangelising Jesus to the nations of the Earth. He’s a real Great Commission minister. Brett’s insight into the day-to-day spiritual challenges people face has come about because he’s on the front line of ministry.
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				The Body of Christ by and large is sadly inadequate in its understanding of who we truly are in Christ. The Covid-19 pandemic caused a great shift in believers all over the world with almost 30% dropping out of church. To a great degree this happened because they were, as the Bible says: 

				“…ignorant of his (Satan’s) devices”. (2 Corinthians 2:11 NKJV)

				Yet in the same letter to the Corinthians, Paul says:

				“For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God.” (2Corinthians 10:4 NKJV)

				Brett so clearly articulates and explains the powerful “weapons of our warfare” which every believer has at their disposal. There should be NO CASUALTIES in the Body of Christ as we the Church have been given everything we need to live a victorious Christian life.

				The dramatic introduction story will most definitely get your attention as it sets the scene for an informative and profound teaching that will enlighten, motivate and encourage you to dynamic Bible truths.

				I have the privilege of being Brett and Karen’s Pastor and they have ministered at Awesome Church many times. Brett is 
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				well liked and serious in his calling. He also has a sensitivity to the moving of the Holy Spirit which has manifested in many signs, wonders and miracles at his meetings.

				These signs, wonders and miracles are the Lord’s validation and endorsement that the message they preach is true.

				When I watch Brett ministering I’m am always reminded of Philip the Evangelist in Acts 8:

				“Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ to them. And the multitudes with one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. For unclean spirits, crying with a loud voice, came out of many who were possessed and many who were paralysed and lame were healed. And there was great joy in that city.” (Acts 8: 5-8 NKJV)

				From War to Wonder is a great book and oozes anointing all over it. I congratulate Brett Lindner on what will undoubtedly be the first of many more books to come. 

				Ps Gary CostelloSenior PastorAwesome Church 
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				Preface

				You may ask, “As a Healing Evangelist why didn’t you write your first book on ‘Healing The Sick’? That’s actually a good question. Back in 2011 when I first started to see healing break out and my ministry began, the Lord gave me a word from Acts 10:38:

				“How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.” (Acts 10:30 NJKV)

				He then prompted me saying, “Put your name in there”. So I read the verse like this: “How God anointed Brett Lindner of Australia with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.”

				Since that time, I have ministered in thousands of meetings across more than 400 churches and I have never yet had a service that hasn’t seen multiple people miraculously healed in Jesus’ Name; not to mention the many salvations that accompany the healings. 
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				In interviews I’m often asked, “Do you have the gift of healing?” to which I reply, “I’m not sure, but I do have the gift of the Holy Spirit.” Don’t get me wrong, I don’t shy away from the Calling, but I’ve discovered that it’s more of the Holy Spirit in my life that makes everything work, not ‘the Calling’.

				Here’s the point: My ministry calling is a definite focus in my life and though I’m careful not to get distracted from the call, healing the sick and preaching the Gospel is not my first ministry. You heard it right. It is not my first ministry. My first ministry is unto the Lord. My highest priority is to fellowship with Him, to minister to Him, to commune and be in relationship with Him. My number one desire is to spend more time alone with just Him and I.

				In the future, as the Lord leads me, I’m sure I will write other books on the subject of healing. But I don’t expect that any of my future books will ever (to me at least) hold the value, the treasure and the closeness to heart that this one does.

				Thank you for investing in this book. My deepest prayer for you is that you will receive a Holy Spirit revelation and a heaven-sent ability to literally and instantly implement these gems 
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				from the Lord that have changed my life. I pray that as this becomes a permanent direction in your life, you experience more fruit, more power, more blessing and more joy than you could ever imagine.

				I pray you move from warring with the world to the wonder of life in the Spirit.

				“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.” 

				(Ephesians 3:20 NKJV)

				God Bless,Brett Lindner
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				Introduction

				Let me begin by telling you a story:

				There’s a sweet, little old lady who lived way out the back of Bourke – far out in the desert of the Aussie Outback. She lived on her own out there as her husband had died some years back. Her house was a little weatherboard cottage that she and her husband had built back in the 1950’s and it was set in the far corner of their large grazing property. Now when I say “large” what I mean is that out there, farms are measured in square kilometres rather than hectares and the boundary fences are over the horizon in every direction. There’s nothing to see on any map of the area except a few dirt tracks scattered far apart, almost all of them ending at remote farm gates. 

				So, she’s way out there with no one to keep her company except a few sheep in the nearby paddock and her old, greying tabby cat. Her nearest neighbours are 40 or 50 km away, but that doesn’t bother her. She’s one of those old-school ‘hang-in-there’ farmer’s wives; the “I’m not gonna be leaving this house ‘til you carry me out in a box!” type. Tough as nails and stubborn as a mule. 
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				Her son, who has run the farm since her husband passed away, has tried a hundred times to get her to move into town, but she won’t budge. She can still get around the front garden a bit on a good day with the help of her walking frame; and she can mostly look after herself, cook and whatever. But old age is catching up and she can’t move around like she used to. Every week her son drops off some groceries and checks in on her to make sure she’s doing okay, but she’s ‘old school’ and she doesn’t want any more fuss than that. 

				Well, one Saturday night she’s sitting there in her lounge room in her favourite chair watching TV. She’s got her granny’s rug over her knees. You know, those hand-crocheted ones with all the little coloured dots on them. So there she is, watching telly and then up her driveway in the distance she sees some bright lights shining through her front window as they come heading towards the house. She thinks to herself, “That’s strange… no-one ever comes out here, especially at this time of night.” As she watches the lights make their way up the long drive, she ponders who it might be. She remembered that her son had dropped groceries off just the day before, so she wasn’t expecting him and no-one else really even knows that she’s out there except a couple of neighbours down the road. 

				Anyway, it’s about nine o’clock at night and these lights 
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				are coming up her driveway - fast. At this hour of the night, she knows this is no casual visit. Perhaps a neighbour is in trouble? 

				The lights come right up towards the house and then, instead of veering off to the side where cars would normally go, a big, black SUV drives right across her front lawn and stops just a few feet from the front door. Its oversized spotlights are blaring right through her front window, blinding her view. She hears two doors slam and two sets of big, heavy boots shake her wooden verandah so much that the windows rattle as they stomp towards her front door. Her mind is racing, thinking “Who on earth could this be?” 

				Just as she’s expecting a knock on the door, there’s an almighty crash as the door explodes off its hinges and two huge bandits barge straight into her living room and start ransacking her house. She reaches for her walking frame but they kick that across the room before she can take hold of it. They yank the phone cord out of the wall so she can’t get to that and then continue tipping over the dresser, pulling out drawers and turning the place upside-down as they search for whatever they can find of value while this poor woman is stuck there, absolutely traumatized. It’s a horrible situation! 

				Now I’m going to re-tell this story… 
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				Same beginning… the little old lady in her favourite chair with her granny’s rug over her lap, watching telly with her walking frame beside her. The car coming up the driveway, “Who’s this?”, she thinks, as the big, bright lights are getting closer and closer. And the car, instead of going off to the side, pulls up right on her front lawn and shines its blinding lights in through her window. She hears two doors shut and the two big bandits come stomping across the veranda. Instead of the knock on the door, the door explodes off its hinges as the thugs come charging straight into her living room…

				Except this time, sitting across her lap is her late husband’s 12-gauge semi-automatic shotgun. She lifts it up and points it directly at their chests while staring at them both with cold, steely eyes. 

				The bandits stop dead in their tracks. She sets her jaw and fires a shot up into the air above their heads. Instantly these guys turn, race out the door, jump into their car and they’re gone. All you see is dust.

				*******
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				So, here’s two stories that start out identical: The same two big bandits, the same little old lady with a walking frame. But there’s one difference… 

				She had a weapon. 

				Weapons enable us to do something that’s way beyond what we can do in the natural. Here’s this little old lady who was way weaker than those great big bandits, yet all she had to do was get her scrawny little finger onto that trigger and she could send both those big guys packing. And that’s what a weapon does. A weapon enables us to do something far beyond what we could do ourselves. 

				The Bible says in 2 Corinthians 10:4 

				“The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of this world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish the devil’s strongholds”. 

				It also says in Ephesians 6:12 

				“For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against authorities, against the 
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				powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms”. 

				Imagine if we sent our soldiers overseas to fight an enemy and we didn’t give them any weapons. Or we gave them weapons but we didn’t give them any training on how to use or maintain those weapons. What do you think would happen? 

				It would be one of two things: They would either be taken out (i.e. killed or wounded and taken out of the battle) or they would be taken captive by the enemy force. 

				So many Christians today are in the same category. They’re either taken out - they’re getting sick and dying, their marriages are breaking down, relationships are being destroyed, their finances are being stolen so they’re in all kinds of poverty and hardship; they grow weak and weary and walk away from God. 

				Or, they’re taken captive in one or more areas of their lives – enslaved in their mind and emotions. They’re in bondage to fear, anxiety, depression, jealousy, anger, unforgiveness, self-hatred, regret or any number of other destructive thought patterns and addictions. Just like the little old lady with no weapon, they feel helpless against the devil’s onslaught. They don’t know that they have weapons or they don’t know how 
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				to use them, so the enemy takes advantage of their ignorance and ransacks their lives.

				I’m not going to outline here all of the weapons that the Holy Spirit has shown me over the years (they’ll be covered in detail in another book), but I use this illustration simply as a mirror. Are there areas in your life where the devil is winning the battle? 

				There’s an old military saying: “Offense is the best defence”.

				The little old lady in the second story had a weapon and she knew how to use it. But even then, it would have been absolutely no use to her if she just kept it locked away in a cupboard somewhere. She had to have it ready and in her hand.

				“Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that the family of believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of sufferings.” (1 Peter 5:8-9) 

				“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our 
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				struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 

				Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 

				Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 

				In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

				And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.” (Ephesians 6:10-18) 

				As Christians, we need to be IN Christ first and foremost. Without Christ front and centre in our lives, we are sitting 
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				struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 
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				ducks for the devil’s schemes. But it is also essential that we operate in the overflow of the Holy Spirit and not just in our own strength. Our weapons must be ready. We must be armed with the sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God and be filled with the Holy Spirit who brings the Word alive (Hebrews 4:12) and endues us with the power we need to set ourselves and others free. We can’t do it on our own and we’re fools to think that we can.

				Before Jesus ascended to heaven, He gave this command to His disciples:

				“Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.

				…and you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:4-5,8)
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				Jesus knew we would need His divine power to remain strong and live victorious lives while we’re on this Earth, so He gave us divine weapons. Hallelujah! 

				In this book we reveal three of the most fundamental weapons that are available to us today. (Other weapons will be detailed in another book.) As you learn how to walk with these weapons in your hand, your life will go from glory to glory. You will walk in a new freedom from constant hassle and war against the enemy’s schemes and enter a supernatural realm of victory and miraculous wonder promised to us in God’s Holy Word. 

				So, let’s get armed and dangerous…
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				Chapter ONE

				Christ-Centred

				“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!”(2 Corinthians 5:17)

				I grew up on our family farm in country New South Wales. My Mum and Dad went to a traditional church in a nearby village every Sunday and they dragged us kids along with them. We had to sit up straight on hard wooden pews and couldn’t make a sound while the preacher droned away up the front. It was torture. All I could ever think about was the time… how much longer ‘til we could get out of there! 

				The church had a Sunday School (which was as boring as ordinary school) where I learnt the traditional Bible stories. So I knew about Jesus and I believed in Jesus. I learned the Catechism, I could recite a few scriptures and when I was thirteen, I got “confirmed”. As far as I knew, that was what Christianity was about.
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				As I grew into young adulthood I still went to church on Sundays with my family, but during the week I was living just like all my mates who never went to church. On a Saturday night you’d find my car outside the pub just like everyone else’s, and I would yahoo and get up to no good just like any other young bloke my age would. The only difference between me and my un-churched mates was that on Sunday morning I would feel guilty and they wouldn’t. I knew God didn’t approve of what I was doing, but it didn’t stop me doing it. Going to the pub and hanging out with my mates was fun. 

				Most churches today are filled with people who believe in Jesus and call themselves Christian, but if they’re honest, Jesus is not really a part of their lives. They carry Him in their heart (or maybe just their head…) a bit like how they carry the spare tyre in their car. It’s there and you know it’s there, which is a good thing, but you don’t really think about it unless something goes wrong. When things are OK, it’s ‘out of sight and out of mind and carry on as normal’. I was like that until the age of 23.

				One day my best mate (who used to be my pub mate) invited me to a church service in town on a Saturday night. Saturday night? That was pub night. Who goes to church on pub night?? 
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				“What sort of church is it?”, I asked skeptically.

				“It’s a Pentecostal church.”

				“A Pente-what?? Never heard of it. It’s not some sort of cult or something, is it?”

				“Just come and check it out, mate”, he replied. 

				I must have still looked hesitant, so he added, “There’s lots of good-lookin’ girls in there.”

				That did it. 

				“OK”, I agreed. 

				The following Saturday I found myself walking into a church where I could feel something incredible in the atmosphere. It was electric. You could feel the presence of God as you walked into that place. Everyone was on fire for God and they worshipped like I’d never seen or heard before. They sang at the top of their voices (cool songs… with a band. Not an organ in sight!) and hands were raised as they worshipped in the tangible presence of the Lord. I had goosebumps. It was AWESOME! 

				So, we kept going and I soon realised that I was actually having more fun going to church on a Saturday night than I ever did going to the pub. 

				A few weeks later, they had a guest preacher come to that church. He was an evangelist. I can’t remember his name or a 
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				word of what he preached, but at the end of his message he gave an altar call for anyone who wanted to give their life to Jesus and asked them to raise their hands. 

				Right then a battle started raging inside me. The Holy Spirit was convicting me and I wanted to raise my hand, but what would people think?? “I’m already a Christian”, I told myself, “I’ve gone to church all my life”. Yet my heart wouldn’t stop racing, urging me to respond. The battle continued as I heard the preacher acknowledge other hands that were going up. Then in desperation, I prayed silently in my heart, “God, I want to raise my hand but I can’t. Please help me raise my hand.” Even before I had finished praying that prayer, my hand shot up in the air. I still to this day don’t know how it got there, but it did.

				“I see that hand”, the preacher said.

				“Oh no!”, I thought, “Now I’ve done it...”

				The preacher then asked all those who had raised their hands to stand. Well, standing was easy. The battle had been won, and as I stood, I literally felt something like chains dropping off my shoulders. I had no idea what that was back then, but I still remember that feeling like it was yesterday. Jesus broke bondages off my life. He set me free and I was Born Again.
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				For many Christians, especially in traditional churches, being ‘Born Again’ is something they’ve never even heard of. But in John Chapter 3 Jesus said to Nicodemus:

				“Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.” (John 3:3)

				He’s talking about our spirit being Born Again. Jesus goes on to say:

				“Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’” (John 3:5-6)

				A crucial element of being Born Again is surrendering to God and dying to self. It’s turning from doing things your way and following Christ instead. This is called ‘repentance’. 

				In a lot of modern churches today a gospel is preached without ever using the word “repent”. Pastors encourage people to respond to Christ as their Saviour by highlighting the goodness, grace and mercy of God. They describe how God wants to bless them and provide for them and give them a good life (which He does), but not much (if anything) is said about how we need to turn from our old life of sin, die to 
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				ourselves and follow Him. The ‘modern gospel’ centres more around what God can do for us, rather than on how we should repent and follow Him. 

				Many Christians today will say, “I accepted Jesus. I went to the front and prayed the prayer”, and think they are saved. Yeah, but when you went home, you still kept living with your girlfriend/boyfriend, or kept partying with friends and getting drunk on weekends, or whatever else. To anyone looking from the outside, nothing has changed. People need to realize that you can’t receive Jesus and just keep living the same way. You can’t have Jesus as Saviour without having Him as Lord.

				We’re not here to tell people what they can and can’t do with their lives, but if we, as Christians, open up the whole Word of God, the Word will speak to us and set us free. If their prayer was really sincere and if they listen to what God is saying in their own heart, He will show them how to live – and it will be different. 

				In John 14:15 Jesus said, 

				“If you love me, you will obey my commands.” 
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				Now the church can go one of two ways on this: Either they get focused on the commands and they end up beating themselves up and becoming legalistic; or they focus on ‘LOVE’. How often these days have you heard something like this:

				“Oh, I don’t judge anyone, I just believe in love. I think we should just love everyone. I don’t think we should say “this is right”, or “that’s wrong”. We shouldn’t point a finger at this or frown at that. No, we’re just called to love.” 

				Well, ‘love’ can love anything. ‘Love’ can just go anywhere. Boy, do we see that in our world today! But Jesus said,

				“If you love Me, you will obey My commands.” (John 14:15) 

				Now, if you love Him, there’s some things that you won’t love. There are things you can’t love if you love Him. That’s different now, isn’t it? Straight away, judgment’s come in. There’s some things that are taboo. There’s things that are out of bounds. There’s things that you can’t endorse. Why? Because you love Jesus. So God’s type of love is actually exclusive. It demands some restraint. Now, that’s 
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				a different message to what you hear in a lot of places these days, isn’t it? 

				Because you love Jesus there’s things that you will flee from. Not just ignore, not turn a blind eye, not try to justify; the Bible says “flee”! 

				“Flee sexual immorality. All other sins a person commits are outside the body but whoever sins sexually sins against their own body.” (1 Corinthians 6:18) 

				And people wonder why people who live in some of these sexually immoral lifestyles have got the highest rates of suicide, depression, drug abuse and so on. It’s because they are rejecting God’s commands and have opened themselves up to the attacks of the devil. 

				Now don’t get me wrong, it’s not that we don’t love the people who do these things. We do love the people; but we can’t love what they are doing. 

				Parents love their children and want the best for them, but there are times when love demands that a child be disciplined. They need to learn what is good and bad for them. 
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				“Those who spare the rod of discipline hate their children. Those who love their children care enough to discipline them.” (Proverbs 13:24)

				So, there’s little 3-year-old Johnny. He wants to reach up and grab a hot saucepan on the stove. Whatever is in there smells so good! Mum tells him to stay away and don’t touch, but Johnny ignores his mum’s warnings and keeps reaching out. Mum warns again more sternly. Johnny pauses this time and looks at Mum with that cheeky little grin of his. You can see in his eyes what’s going on in his mind. “Why not??” He can’t see any danger, so decides to keep going for it. Now Mum loves Johnny enough that she’s not just going to stand there and watch him get burnt. So, this time she grabs him and reprimands him. Not because she’s angry, but because she loves him and is keeping him from a harm that he clearly doesn’t recognise. 

				It’s a simple picture that we’ve all experienced in one form or another, but it shows how true love works. As true Christians, we need to be prepared to do the same for those around us. We need to be willing to call out sin even when it’s socially unpopular to do so. Not out of hate, but out of love.

				God – when He is our Father - does the same for us, His children. 
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				“My son, do not despise the Lord’s discipline and do not resent His rebuke,because the Lord disciplines those He loves as a father the son he delights in.” (Proverbs 3:11-12) 

				Now here’s the thing… God’s not your Father unless you’re Born Again. In John 3:3 Jesus says, 

				“Unless you are born again you cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

				If you’re not born again, the devil is your father. That might sound a bit rough, but that’s what the Bible says.

				“For you are the children of your father the devil, and you love to do the evil things he does…” (John 8:44)

				“Jesus answered, “I assure you and most solemnly say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot [ever] enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh [the physical is merely physical], and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be surprised that I have told you, ‘You must be born again [reborn from above—spiritually transformed, renewed, sanctified].’” (John 3:5-8 AMP)
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				“My son, do not despise the Lord’s discipline and do not resent His rebuke,because the Lord disciplines those He loves as a father the son he delights in.” (Proverbs 3:11-12) 

				Now here’s the thing… God’s not your Father unless you’re Born Again. In John 3:3 Jesus says, 

				“Unless you are born again you cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

				If you’re not born again, the devil is your father. That might sound a bit rough, but that’s what the Bible says.

				“For you are the children of your father the devil, and you love to do the evil things he does…” (John 8:44)

				“Jesus answered, “I assure you and most solemnly say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot [ever] enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh [the physical is merely physical], and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be surprised that I have told you, ‘You must be born again [reborn from above—spiritually transformed, renewed, sanctified].’” (John 3:5-8 AMP)
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				You’ve got to be repentant and receive Christ as Lord and be Born Again. You can’t get into the kingdom of God without this step of surrender. I don’t care how long you’ve been going to church or believed in Jesus, unless you have fully surrendered your life to Christ and your life has genuinely changed, unless something has gone off inside you and you’re a new person, you’re not Born Again. 

				“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ [that is, grafted in, joined to Him by faith in Him as Savior], he is a new creature [reborn and renewed by the Holy Spirit]; the old things [the previous moral and spiritual condition] have passed away. Behold, new things have come [because spiritual awakening brings a new life].” (2 Corinthians 5:17 AMP) 

				When you are Born Again, it’s easy to leave the old life behind because the old you is dead and the new you wants to follow Jesus. 

				“For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power to do what pleases Him.” (Philippians 2:13)
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				So the focus is not on keeping His commands like a legalistic set of do’s and don’ts. The focus is on loving Him and trusting Him as a child trusts a loving father. And the more you love and trust Him, the more He works in your life, and you end up keeping His commands better accidentally than you ever could on purpose. 

				That’s what happened to me when I got saved and Born Again. Suddenly I was doing things right without even trying, where I could never, ever do that before. It’s amazing. That’s when God’s grace is working in our lives. That’s the power of the Gospel.

				Jesus promises us “resurrection life”. 

				“I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in Me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in Me will never die.” (John 11:26)

				“If you cling to your life, you will lose it; but if you give up your life for Me, you will find it.” (Matthew 10:39 NLT)

				Here’s the key… you can’t resurrect what’s not dead.

				If God is the spare tyre in the boot of your car, or if you are struggling with wanting to live right before God but you 
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				So the focus is not on keeping His commands like a legalistic set of do’s and don’ts. The focus is on loving Him and trusting Him as a child trusts a loving father. And the more you love and trust Him, the more He works in your life, and you end up keeping His commands better accidentally than you ever could on purpose. 

				That’s what happened to me when I got saved and Born Again. Suddenly I was doing things right without even trying, where I could never, ever do that before. It’s amazing. That’s when God’s grace is working in our lives. That’s the power of the Gospel.

				Jesus promises us “resurrection life”. 

				“I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in Me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in Me will never die.” (John 11:26)

				“If you cling to your life, you will lose it; but if you give up your life for Me, you will find it.” (Matthew 10:39 NLT)

				Here’s the key… you can’t resurrect what’s not dead.
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				just keep falling back into old ways that you know are sin, then chances are, you are not Born Again. You may love God, believe in Jesus, know all about Jesus. You may have gone to church all your life, you may even be a minister or leader in the church, but if you have never had a life-changing encounter with Jesus where you know that your life has changed, then you need to be Born Again.

				If you want to make sure that you are Born Again, that God is your Father and that you are heaven-bound once your life on earth is done, then with all your heart pray this prayer:

				Dear Lord Jesus,

				Right now, I open the door of my heart to you. I want You come in and be my King and my Lord, my Saviour and my Friend. I want to follow You all the days of my life. I turn away from my old life and I choose to follow You. Thank You for dying on the cross and paying the price for all my sin. Thank You for rising from the dead so I can have new life in You. 

				Thank you, Jesus, for hearing my prayer and giving me Your gift of eternal life. 

				Amen.
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				If you prayed this prayer with all your heart, congratulations! You are a now a new creation. Praise God!! 

				Romans 10:9-10 says:

				“If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved.”

				So now you need to go and find someone and tell them that you have prayed this prayer. Tell them you are Born Again and now living for Jesus. And we’d love to hear that too! Please send us an email at contact@brettlindner.org and tell us, so we can celebrate with you and praise the Lord.

				You also need to find a good, vibrant, spirit-filled church (if you don’t already attend one) and continue your journey of getting to know God and living for Him. Just like getting to know a new friend, it takes quality time spent with God to get to know Him. The following pages are going to help you with that. 

				God bless you!
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				Chapter TWO

				The Word of God

				“For the Word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”(Hebrews 4:12)

				Immediately before Jesus began His ministry, He was led into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. Now Jesus could have defeated the devil a hundred different ways. He was God in the flesh, the image of Almighty God, the Firstborn of all creation, Begotten from the Father…all of these things. He could have used His cosmic powers or a supernatural strength. He could have used anything, but He had to be a man. And because He was fully man, He had the same limitations when He was down here on Earth that you and I have. He couldn’t take a shortcut; He couldn’t call in a special favor from God that you or I can’t call in. The Bible says He gave up His divine privileges so He could truly represent us.
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				“Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to His own advantage; rather, He made Himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.” (Philippians 2:6-7) 

				Isaiah 53 says, 

				“He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to Him, nothing in His appearance that we should desire Him.” (Isaiah 53:2) 

				So He wasn’t even trendy or good-looking. He had no Facebook or Instagram followers. He didn’t have any head start on you or I. You read the Bible; that’s the picture of Christ. He had to draw on all the same things that you and I have to draw on, in order to be victorious. What He did have though, was the same weaponry that you and I have available to us. 

				The first weapon Jesus ever used was the Word. And interestingly, that’s the very thing the devil tried to use against Jesus when he tempted Him in the wilderness. That in itself says something about the Word’s power. 

				Have you ever stopped to think that we are the only creatures in all the Earth (and, I believe, in the entire universe) that have 
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				words? “What about animals?”, I hear you say. Animals don’t have words. It might seem like they do at times, but they don’t. They only have sounds. They can grunt or squeal or coo and display emotion, but they don’t speak words. They can’t communicate abstract thoughts through words. And that’s the distinguishing difference. Only man - created in God’s image - has words.

				“By the Word of the Lord the heavens were made, their starry host by the breath of His mouth.He gathers the waters of the sea into jars; 

				He puts the deep into storehouses.Let all the earth fear the Lord;

				let all the people of the world revere Him.For He spoke, and it came to be;

				He commanded, and it stood firm.”(Psalm 33:6-9)

				The entire universe was spoken into being. Think about that. And God – the One who created everything in existence – wants to speak to us and still speaks today. He speaks through the Holy Spirit and through His written Word (the Holy Bible).
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				Some time ago, God gave me a whole new way of processing his written Word. It’s not really new, but it was for me, and it has changed my life. The Bible actually teaches us how to study it, how to read it, how to interact with it. Psalm 1 says, 

				“Blessed is the manwho does not walk in step with the wickedor stand in the way that sinners takeor sit in the company of mockers,but whose delight is in the law of the Lord,and who meditates on His law day and night.He is like a tree planted by streams of water,which yields its fruit in seasonand whose leaf does not wither—whatever he does prospers.”(Psalm 1:1-3)

				Psalm 1 is one of my favorites. It says “he meditates”. To meditate on the Word is to go over it and over it and over it, and over and over and over; and over and over and over. You pray over it, you think on it, you listen to what the Holy Spirit is speaking to you from it, you absorb it into your soul, and you keep listening to it over and over again, because there’s always more that the Holy Spirit can show you. 

				“Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be 
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				careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.” (Joshua 1:8)

				I stumbled over this principle by accident around the same time as I begun to pray in tongues early each morning.

				In my work truck I used to listen to the Bible on audio CD each day as I was driving to various job sites around Sydney. This was a great way to have God’s Word entering my ears for several hours daily. 

				One day as I was driving across town, without realising it, I bumped one of the buttons on my truck CD player which was the ‘repeat track’ button. The track was (of all places) on Psalm 91. So away I drove that day listening to Psalm 91 over and over and over and over and…. You get the picture. 

				The next day I set off across town in my truck again and guess what… Psalm 91 is still going over and over and over and over… I couldn’t study the buttons on my CD player safely whilst driving, so I decided to leave it and sort it out later when I arrived home (which I promptly forgot to do…).

				The next day, I’m off driving across town and you guessed it - Psalm 91 going over and over and over and over… 

				But this time as I’m listening to it, my brain is saying, “Seriously, you’ve got to stop this thing!”, yet inside my belly - in my spirit 
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				man - I could feel something happening. I couldn’t describe or understand it at the time, but my whole inner man was being supernaturally edified by the Word of God. 

				Psalm 91 stayed with me each day for two months. That was when the Lord taught me a lesson on the power of meditating on the Word that I won’t forget for the rest of my life. And I am so grateful for it!

				In John 1:14 the Bible says, 

				“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”

				The Word literally started to manifest in my flesh as I spent time meditating and soaking in it. For the first time, the Written Word was becoming the Living Word inside of me.

				It became the Hebrews 4 Word: 

				“For the Word of God is alive and active, sharper than a double-edged sword. It penetrates to divide soul and spirit, joints and marrow. It judges the thoughts and the attitude of the heart. Nothing in all creation is hidden from God. Everything is uncovered and 
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				laid bare before the eyes of Him to Whom we all must give an account.” (Hebrews 4:12-13)

				The way I meditate on the Word these days is to record it with my own voice. Even whole chapters sometimes, or more commonly, certain sections where I feel God is speaking to me. I’ll just read it out loud onto an app in my phone that allows me to loop (repeat) the recording as many times as I want. And I’ll just listen to it for like, two months. Just the one thing, over and over. 

				Now as a disclaimer, I know there’s other ways to study the Word. I’m not saying this is the only way, but I am saying this is a way that’s been a bit lost in this modern ‘intellectual’ age. 

				And when we do this, it’s not about memorization. It’s not about getting the Word into our brain. It’s about getting it into our heart and into our spirit. 

				You see, our amazing brain has already read Psalm 1. It wants to read Psalm 2 now. Nothing wrong with that at a carnal level, but we haven’t really got Psalm 1 into our spirit yet. It’s still just in our brain, so it’s limited by our human intellect. It’s still in the realm of the flesh. Sadly, that’s how so many Christians operate today and that’s why the Word doesn’t manifest its awesome power like it could. 
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				So, picture Jesus out in the wilderness. He hasn’t eaten for 40 days. The devil points to some stones and says, “Go and eat that. Make those stones into bread”. Now Jesus knows who’s tempting Him, so He knows He has to have a good come-back. So He goes and gets His iPad and starts searching. 

				“Hang on a minute devil, hang on… Ah yes, beauty, here’s some Wi-Fi. Now, Google… ‘temptation’… Ah, here’s a good scripture, let’s try this.” 

				NO!! 

				But isn’t that so often how we try to use the Bible? We just go to looking for a scripture and say, “Oh, that’ll do. That one should work”. And we wonder why so often it doesn’t.

				Jesus had the Word in Him. He could go straight to that word that was in Him and draw it out. But it didn’t get there automatically. He spent time meditating on it in prayer as a young person growing up. It was part of the Jewish culture that they would recite the Word from a very young age. But as He recited it, He also meditated on it. 

				When it comes to the New Testament church, here’s an interesting thought… in the Bible they didn’t have a Bible. Have you ever thought about that? 
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				In the New Testament, people didn’t have their own Bible. They had a few letters from Paul that were probably passed around a bit, but it would only have been Timothy or the other elders who were custodians of them. They had the Old Testament scrolls, but they were kept under lock and key in the synagogues. You couldn’t just take a copy of them home. And you couldn’t flip open your Bible each day and read this or that. Half the people couldn’t even read back then anyway. 

				They didn’t have a Bible, and yet it’s the New Testament church in the Book of Acts that today’s Christians look back to, longing for the days of miracles and supernatural outpourings that accompanied the preaching of God’s Word. 

				Now I’ve got many Bibles on my iPad, in the YouVersion Bible app. (I just looked up how many – currently 139!) I’ve got the same number in my phone. I’ve got a dozen or so paper Bibles on the bookshelf at home. 

				The world has never been so saturated with Bibles, ever, in the history of the planet as it is today. Yet we recently had to vote on what we think marriage is, and we’re arguing over what a ‘woman’ is. There’s plenty of Bibles out there, 
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				but there’s never been as great a lack of the Word in society as there is today. 

				Without the Word being preached with power, society has no compass. But when the Word is preached boldly and unapologetically; when it comes from a heart set on fire by the Spirit of God, that’s when the Word has real authority. 

				And you don’t have to have huge chapters. A single verse might be all that’s needed. But the power of God will be on it and people will listen. The Word will carry the anointing and power of the Holy Spirit. Then it guides us. Then it has power to change us.

				“How can a young person stay on the path of purity? By living according to Your Word. 

				I seek You with all my heart;

				do not let me stray from Your commands.I have hidden Your word in my heart

				that I might not sin against You.” (Psalm 119:9-11)

				And the Word of God won’t condemn. It’ll set people free. But it’s got to be the Word that’s on the inside of you. Quotes on a page won’t do it.

				In Acts chapter 2, Peter gets up on the day of Pentecost. No Bible. No preparation. The Holy Ghost had just filled him in the 
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				Upper Room. And he preaches saying, “This is that spoken by the prophet Joel…” and goes on to quote Joel 2:28-32. Where did he get that from? He was just a fisherman. He didn’t get that supernaturally. That’d be like someone who had never played piano before, sitting at a piano and instantly playing Beethoven. 

				That’s not how it works (generally speaking). You have to skill up. You have to invest. You have to put it in until you’ve got it. 

				It hasn’t happened to me for a while now, but from time to time I used to get demons coming into my room in the middle of the night and they’d start to ‘buzz’ the air and make it all weird and scary. Even as a grown man I was too scared to get out of bed. The whole room would be filled with overwhelming fear. But I look forward to this now, believe it or not. (That’s probably why it has stopped happening…) You see, I learnt to recognise what was going on and I’d just go to quoting Psalm 91:

				“He who dwells in the shelter of the Most Highwill rest in the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.”

				Surely He will save you from the fowler’s snareand from the deadly pestilence.
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				He will cover you with His feathers,and under His wings you will find refuge;His faithfulness will be your shield and rampart.You will not fear the terror of night,nor the arrow that flies by day,nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness,nor the plague that destroys at midday…” (Psalm 91:1-6)

				I would get to about there and the demons would be gone and I would fall back to sleep. I didn’t have to get up and find my Bible and scramble for a scripture. I’ve got the Word in me. And every time I get more of the Word of God on the inside, it’s like I’ve got another grenade on my belt. So now I can just walk around and say, “Here devil, cop this!” …BOOM!!

				But be warned. When you meditate on the Word, your brain is really, really bored. Your brain doesn’t like it. Your brain wants to move on. This is the battle you will have, but if you do it for a little while and start to make a habit of it, your heart will to say “I don’t understand what’s going on, but I can feel this Word coming alive on the inside. I can feel it’s power”. 

				I truly believe, along with studying the Word (particularly for people who are called to teach others) that this is a major key 
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				to unlocking the supernatural power of God in your life and in your ministry. 

				So, I challenge you to try it. Try meditating on the Word. 

				“How do I do that?”’ you ask. It’s just like I said. Choose a short passage from the Bible where you feel God is speaking to you right now and just read/listen to it over and over and over again. You might do that for a week, a month, two months, maybe longer. Keep doing it until God gives you revelation on it. Ignore the cries of your brain saying, “Can we please move on?!” Listen to your spirit. 

				If you can take hold of what I’m telling you here, and what I’m about to tell you in the following chapters, you’ll never be defeated, you’ll never burn out, and you’ll never run dry. 

				“He gives strength to the wearyand increases the power of the weak. 

				Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; 

				but those who wait upon the Lord will renew their strength. 

				They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, 

				they will walk and not be faint.” (Isaiah 40:29-31)
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				I guarantee if you get to doing this, your life will never be the same. You’ll have something in you that will cause you to rise above every situation with joy and abundance. And you’ll be able to impart to others words of life. 

				You’ll have answers to people’s questions (and your own) and your words will have an authority on them that will make people stop and think. You will speak freedom and hope and life into their soul and God will use His Word through you to guide them into truth.

				“…Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.” (1 Peter 3:15-16)

				Your life will go to a whole new level of blessing and fruitfulness that you never thought possible. And it won’t be from your cleverness; it will be supernatural! 
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				Chapter THREE 

				Why Tongues?

				“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.” (Ephesians 6:18)

				One of the questions I often get asked by people is “Do I have to pray in tongues?” My answer is “No, you don’t have to, but why wouldn’t you want to?” 

				Why would you NOT want to pray in tongues? So many people have no idea of what God has actually given us with this amazing gift and the incredible power it holds. 

				An Aussie friend of ours named Pete recently married an Aussie-Italian girl. Jen grew up in Australia but her parents are immigrants. All her close relatives still live in Italy, so Pete and Jen decided to hold their wedding back in her old home town on the Amalfi Coast (Italy). It’s quite stunning there and that’s where all the rich and famous get married apparently, 
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				because it’s so beautiful. Jen also runs a wedding-planning business there, so I guess that decision made a lot of sense. 

				Anyway, Pete stayed at Jen’s grandparent’s house for the couple of weeks leading up to their wedding. Now Jen (of course) spoke fluent Italian and had a wonderful time catching up with all the family, but Pete only knew a couple of Italian words. Unless Jen was there to interpret, conversation got a bit tricky. 

				Her grandparents are wonderful, gracious people and the grandfather, in particular, wanted to spend some time with Pete while he could, to get to know this guy that was whisking his granddaughter away. Well, it was pretty challenging, but with lots of sign language, nodding or shaking of the heads, a random word here and there and quite a bit of laughter, Pete and the grandfather managed to get a few things across to each other. But the conversations were always pretty simple. There wasn’t that free-flowing fellowship or any close, ‘meaningful’ sort of conversations that you can have with someone who speaks the same language as you. 

				God - our Father - wants those deep conversations and closeness with us. He wants to bless us, teach us, guide us and to work powerfully through us; but when we just pray in English our relationship with Him is limited. It’s almost 
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				superficial. It might not seem that way to us, but remember…He’s GOD.

				Imagine me sitting down to dinner with the most powerful leader in the world. What do you suppose we could talk about? I have no clue of what goes across his desk each day. I’ve got no idea of the security threats, diplomatic pressures, finance, politics and administrations that go into running a powerful nation. That’s on a level way beyond my pay grade! So, what are we going talk about? The weather?

				How much more are we limited when we talk with God? We can’t even come close (that’s the understatement of the century)! He is our Creator. He made everything we see and know within the entire universe just by speaking it into being. Our puny little minds can’t grasp that sort of power. 

				“By the word of the Lord the heavens were made,their starry host by the breath of His mouth.He gathers the waters of the sea into jars;He puts the deep into storehouses.Let all the earth fear the Lord;let all the people of the world revere Him.For He spoke, and it came to be;He commanded, and it stood firm.”(Psalm 33:6-9)
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				He’s eternal. Our brain can’t even comprehend the concept of eternity. Try it. Stop reading for a second and think about “eternity”. Think about “infinity”. I bet you can’t get your head around it. 

				In advanced mathematics, eternity (or “infinity”) is treated as an abstract concept. Advanced maths can’t work without it and yet it is beyond our mind’s reach. It’s impossible for us to fathom it because our flesh exists within the limits of time and space. Mathematicians still recognise its centrality to all we see and know even though it is beyond our human comprehension.

				That’s why the only way we can come to God is through FAITH. We can’t come to Him through logical deduction. Atheists love to challenge God’s existence by asking, “Well, who made God?”. But that’s a nonsensical question when we’re talking about an eternal being. They just can’t accept that something could exist now, yet it never had a beginning. It just doesn’t make any sense to their finite minds. 

				So, coming back to prayer, when we pray to God in our own earthly language, which is limited by our earthly understanding, guess whose level we’re talking at. And guess how deep our prayer can go.

				“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways,” declares the Lord. As the 
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				heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9)

				That’s why our loving Father God sent His Holy Spirit and gave us this amazing gift called ‘tongues’. 

				“For anyone who speaks in a tongue does not speak to people, but to God. Indeed, no one understands them; they utter mysteries by the Spirit.” (1 Corinthians 14:2)

				“These are the things God has revealed to us by His Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. For who knows a person’s thoughts except their own spirit within them? In the same way, no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. What we have received is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may understand what God has freely given us. This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words.” (1 Corinthians 2:10-13)

				The most powerful thing about tongues is that it bypasses our brain so it’s not limited or tainted by our puny human 
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				experiences or understanding. It’s not corrupted by our flesh. It’s not limited within space and time. Through the Holy Spirit joining with our spirit, we are speaking directly to God – spirit to Spirit – the purest, holiest, most powerful prayers. We are having those deep, intimate conversations with Almighty God at HIS level.

				We also need to recognise that the Kingdom of Heaven is voice-activated. It is ruled through the spoken Word. Just as our Creator spoke things into being, our spoken words have the same creative power as God’s – for blessing or for cursing. 

				“The tongue has the power of life and death, and those who love it will eat its fruit.” (Proverbs 18:21)

				And God can speak things into being here on Earth through us. Jesus said,

				“I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” (Matthew 16:19)
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				How do we ‘bind’ and how do we ‘loose’? Through prayer. That is, speaking it into being. 

				When we pray in tongues, our prayers are not being “dumbed-down” to our human level. Without realising it, when we pray in tongues, we could be fighting demons that have been sent to oppress us, cancelling demonic assignments that we weren’t even aware of; we could be giving God the purest, highest praise; we could be prophesying over our kids’ futures, or sending angels to rescue someone on the other side of the world. We could be doing any number of things that God wants to accomplish here on Earth. He just needs a vessel to speak it on Earth so it can be done in the heavenlies.

				This is where unlimited connection to God and unlimited power in the Spirit lies. That’s why the devil hates it so much, and that’s why he tries to stop us getting into it, or if we’ve already got it, he tries to steal it away from us any way he can – like making us think it’s not that big a deal. 

				And perhaps that’s why there often seems to be division among Christians over the issue of baptism in the Holy Spirit 
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				and speaking in tongues. It’s because the devil knows how incredibly powerful it is. 

				Prior to the Second World War, a German mathematician named Arthur Scherbius invented a machine that could encrypt messages sent over the radio. The idea was to help large businesses protect their intellectual property as they communicated between their offices around Europe. 

				The thing about this machine though, was that it produced a code that had more than 180,000,000,000 possible combinations, and these could be changed with the quick turning of a dial. So even if a competitor got hold of one of these machines, they couldn’t use it to decrypt any messages unless they knew the exact settings used for that particular message. There were just too many possible combinations. That’s what made it so secure. It was an almost unbreakable code. He manufactured the machine under the brand name Enigma. 

				At the start of WWII, the German military bought the Enigma machine and employed it to send secure messages across all its armed forces. They changed the combination every 12 hours so that the Allies, who were still relying on human calculators, had no time to break the code before it was changed again. While the Enigma code remained unbroken the Germans were well and truly winning the war and 
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				were absolutely decimating the Allied forces. It wasn’t looking good!

				A team of Polish mathematicians were the first to break the Enigma barrier when they managed to figure out how the code was being generated. In 1939, when it looked like the German army was going to invade Poland, they handed this information to the British with the hope that the British could find a way to beat the frequent changing of the code by the Germans. 

				The British set up a huge task force – employing up to 9,000 people to tackle this one problem. But even that many human ‘computers’ wasn’t enough. It was only when another machine (the first mechanical computer) was invented, that could make the calculations quicker than any human, that the Enigma code was finally broken. 

				Finally, the Allies could listen in on German communications and know what they were saying. At last they could know what the Germans were up to and attack or sabotage their plans before it was too late - just like the Germans had been doing to them. That’s when the course of the war changed forever. 
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				When we go to praying in tongues, it’s like we’re praying encrypted prayers. Tongues is an Enigma code. It’s a foreign language to the devil because it’s a heavenly language, so the devil has no idea what we’re praying. He hasn’t got a clue what’s going on so he can’t sabotage our prayers. No wonder he hates it so much! When we pray in tongues, we’re setting up ambushes for the devil instead of him ambushing us. How awesome is that! It’s so powerful!

				“For anyone who speaks in a tongue does not speak to people but to God. Indeed, no one understands them; they utter mysteries by the Spirit.” (1 Corinthians 14:2)

				Almost all of my prayer time is spent praying in tongues. I pray very little in English. The whole time I’m praying in tongues, my mind is more or less idle because when I’m praying in tongues, I’m not praying with my mind. I’m praying by my spirit. Paul says:

				“For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful.” (1 Corinthians 14:14)

				If your mind was a car, when you’re praying in tongues it would have to get used to being in Park. Your car is just sitting there, idling with the handbrake on. 
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				When you start to pray in tongues for more than a few minutes each day, your mind will want to wander all over the place because it wants to do something. It’s used to running the show. So you will have to say to your mind, “Stop, be still. I’m praying in tongues right now.” Then, instead of being ruled by your mind or your emotions (which are part of your soul and are constantly swayed by circumstance), now your spirit is ruling. You’re setting up a new culture in your life where you are Spirit-led, not soul-led. 

				Imagine if I was to put a blindfold on you that’s totally black and I told you it had to stay on you 24/7 for a whole week. Your world would be pitch black for seven days straight. You couldn’t take it off, not even for a second; not even while you’re sleeping. You might have to stay at home because you can’t see to go anywhere. Or someone would have to take you to where you needed to go and lead you around. And you did this for a whole week… 

				By the end of that week, I guarantee that you would hear things with your ears that you would never normally notice, wouldn’t you? Blind people do this all the time. When they get close to a wall, they can hear a change in how the sound is bouncing back at them and they know there’s a wall there. If you hadn’t been blindfolded for long, you’d walk straight into that wall. 
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				Your ears haven’t changed. The sound was there just the same as always, and your ears could actually hear these things all along. What has changed is where you’ve focused your attention. While you’re blindfolded your senses are being forced to work through your hearing and over time you get so tuned-in to that one input source, that it starts to dominate.

				It’s only when you pray in the Holy Spirit on a daily basis and spend good amounts of time doing it, that you can train your spiritual ears to dominate. You don’t have to spend hours each day, not unless you want to. I tell people to just start doing 15 minutes, but do it every day. 

				When I started, I used to have to look at my watch and say, “When the big hand gets to there, I’ll stop”. And off I’d go. When I’d think I had been going for nearly an hour I’d look at my watch. 10 minutes. Flip… and off I’d go again until the hour was up. That’s what it can be like, dare I say, most of the time.

				And reading the Bible is the same too, if we’re honest. A lot of times you just churn through it. Why? Because you know it’s what you need to do to grow in God. 

				A lot of people think that praying in tongues is like an emotional outlet. It’s something that you do when you’re all 
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				excited and just ready to pop. Well, that can be the case sometimes, but it’s not like that very often. Not for me anyway. This is something you do even when you don’t feel like doing it. You just go to doing it and push through anyway. And you do it because you know there’s a reward.

				If you can continue to pray in tongues and not quit, sooner or later, you’ll start to see miracles. Depending on how God’s called you and how you’re wired, you’ll start to see results. You’ll just see things happen. You’ll see doors opening, you’ll see people’s lives around you being transformed, and you’ll see yourself become so edified that whenever you’re with someone you’ll be able to sense their need straight away and know how to help them - because you’re built up in your most holy faith (Jude 20) and your revelation in the Word will come alive. God will speak to you and you will hear Him. 

				Like the blindfold experiment, you’ll be able to hear the Holy Spirit’s voice. He’s always been saying, “Hey, I’m here” but until now, there’s been too much other noise that you’ve focussed 
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				on. But now your Spirit-voice will become so much more real to you. 

				So when you’re praying with someone who has a sore back, you’ll hear the Holy Spirit speaking to your spirit and you’ll find yourself saying, “I’m breaking rejection off your life”, (or whatever the Spirit tells you) and the tears will just start to flow. They weren’t asking for that, but your spirit-man gives you a nudge to do that, so you pray for them and they get set free. 

				This is how it works. This is how we get in tune with the Holy Spirit. We don’t disregard our mind, we just put it on hold. Over time, we’re able to shift from one to the other because we’ve practiced doing that. It’s so powerful. 

				But here’s another thing: just because you can pray in tongues, it doesn’t necessarily mean you’re filled with the Holy Spirit. 

				We minister to a lot of people with depression and I will ask them, “Do you pray in tongues?” They’ll sometimes nod and say, “Yes, I can.” 

				No… I didn’t ask “can you”; I asked, “DO you?” 

				Being filled with the Holy Spirit is not an historical event. It’s 

			

		

	
		
			
				53

			

		

		
			
				Chapter 3: Why Tongues?

			

		

		
			
				not something you did 20 years ago and tucked it away to pull out for special occasions. There’s no power in that. 

				For all the people we have ministered to over the years who have depression, I have never ministered to someone who’s got depression and who’s earnestly praying in tongues each day. It’s like a see-saw. If one end’s up the other end is down. Always. It might take time, but that’s always how it goes. Why? Because when they’re praying in tongues they’re learning how to silence their emotions; how to silence their soul realm. Instead of being led by their emotions they’re learning how to be led by the Spirit. 

				The Holy Spirit is jumping for joy inside you all the time. He’s always having a party! Your spirit and the Holy Spirit are united, so even on your worst day your spirit’s smiling and jumping and excited and full of faith. 

				“For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 14:17)

				So, it just depends who you’re following. Whether you’re overwhelmed with your emotions, or whether you tap into the spirit instead. That’s what Paul did. That’s why when he’s in jail in shackles, he says,
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				“Rejoice in the Lord always: and again, I say rejoice.” (Philippians 4:4)

				He’s in prison, in a filthy dungeon. His back is bleeding and torn to shreds because he’s been flogged almost to death. In those days there’s no painkillers, no antiseptic, no air-conditioning, no clean sheets to lay on. The dungeon floors were full of excrement, rats and unspeakable filth. There was no bed, no pillow. Paul’s raw wounds would have been exposed to it all. 

				But in the midst of the pain, the suffering and the injustice of it all, he was genuinely rejoicing. And this is how he did it. He walked by the Spirit. And walking by the Spirit is what makes us different from the world.

				Jude admonishes us in Jude 20:

				“But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit.”

				We’ve got to make this a lifestyle. Every now and then, or when things are getting bad, is not going to cut it. That’s like our little old lady keeping her gun in the cupboard. It’s not helping her while it’s in there. And when the bandits burst in, they’re not going to stand around and wait while she goes and gets it out. We’ve got to be constantly armed and ready.

			

		

	
		
			
				55

			

		

		
			
				Chapter 3: Why Tongues?

			

		

		
			
				“Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.” (1 Peter 5:8)

				“Keep a cool head. Stay alert. The devil is poised to pounce, and would like nothing better than to catch you napping. Keep your guard up.” (1 Peter 5:8 MSG)

				If we want to see the power of God really moving in our lives, we’re not going to do it by living in a posture of defence, wondering where the devil’s going to attack next. That’s a life of constant battle. 

				Instead, we need to cultivate a life of spiritual offense, where we live in the realm of the Spirit and experience all the peace, joy and victory that Christ purchased for us on the cross. 

				“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.” (Galatians 5:22-23)

				Whenever we fly to places to minister, as the plane is taxiing down the runway before take-off, the cabin crew go through the safety demonstration in case of an emergency. If you’ve ever flown before, you know the drill… the seatbelt low and 
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				tight around your waist, the life jackets under your seats, no smoking at all times – even in the lavatory - etc., etc. But when they demonstrate the oxygen masks that drop down from above your head if the cabin loses air pressure, they always say a rather profound thing: “It is important to fit your own mask first before assisting other guests”. 

				As Christians, it’s so easy for us to fall into the trap of helping others without first helping ourselves. It’s a snare of the enemy that we see so many people (especially ministers) fall into all the time. The devil will make us so busy “doing God’s work” that our own personal devotion time (which is our source of power and life) gets pushed to the side and we start to run out of oxygen. Instead of moving in the Spirit, we start ministering in the flesh. The moment we start doing that we’re headed for “burnout”. We see it all too often. 

				This is why Jesus commanded the disciples to wait until they were filled with Holy Spirit power (Luke 24:49). But being filled once is not enough. One breath of oxygen is not enough. Praying in tongues and meditating on God’s Word is how we stay filled. This is so essential but rarely will you hear anyone 
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				teach on it. As a result, too many Christians run out of oxygen! 

				But I’ll talk more about that later. First we have to tap into the Source…
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				Chapter FOUR 

				Baptism in theHoly Spirit

				“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”(Acts 1:8)

				“It’s a Pentecostal church”, explained my mate Neville. He was about 3.5 months ahead of me in my yet-to-begin journey in Christ. 

				“A WHAT?”, I replied with surprise and alarm. 

				“A Pentecostal church”, he repeated. 

				“Is that ok? Are they like, Christian?”, I probed with growing apprehension.

				In my mind I’m thinking, “Nev, ease up mate. You’re freaking me out!” 
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				Every year our family would travel on a caravanning holiday to Bright in the Victorian High Country for two weeks. At a particular point along the way we would drive past a church near the foot of the mountains and my mother would say, “Don’t ever go to one of those churches, it’s a cult. They get you in there and they brainwash you.” Could this be what she was talking about? (Little did I know back then that my brain needed a good wash!)

				Nev could see he was struggling to win me over, so he pulled out the only trump card he could think of…

				“There’s a lot of good-looking, single girls in there.”

				That did it. 

				“Ok”, I said, with little-to-no resistance. “I’ll go in with you.”

				So, on Saturday night my mate Nev picks me up at our family farm situated about 45 minutes from town and we drove to Albury/Wodonga to attend this Pentecostal young adults’ church service.

				We arrived 10 minutes late, so the service had already begun. As I set foot in that place, I took note that Nev was actually correct. There were lots of good-looking girls there. However, the one thing that caught me totally by surprise was they were all praising God at the top of their voices with up-stretched arms. The room was full of young people passionately worshipping God with all their might. 
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				Nev seemed quite relaxed as he’d been there twice before. My eyes turned suspiciously across the crowd and then to the screen to examine the lyrics to see what the songs they were singing were about… 

				“Emanuel we’re marching in Your Name,

				Emanuel the Lamb that was slain,

				Emanuel has risen again,

				Emanuel, Emanuel, Emanuel is Lord.”

				With my mother’s warning ringing in my ears, I thought to myself, “This seems OK… at least they worship Jesus.”

				The band and the music were excellent. You could actually join in with the songs because they were easy to sing. After the fourth repeat I didn’t even have to look at the screen. I could focus my attention on simply worshipping Jesus.

				The atmosphere soon begun to ‘buzz’. There was no other way to describe it. As the meeting progressed in worship, the presence of the Holy Spirit filled the room. I’d never felt anything like this ever. Then on top of all that, the Holy Spirit would move in waves in certain places in certain songs, like ripples, making your hair stand on end. It was incredible, yet foreign, yet fulfilling all at the same time.

				Then suddenly, a surprise I didn’t see coming… 
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				The worship pulled back and randomly people started to speak out prophetic messages from God. “What are they doing?”, my mind scrambled for a familiar context as I hopelessly grappled with this strange phenomenon. 

				I was uneasy with what was happening so I whispered to Nev, “I’m gonna say something”. 

				“Shut up!”, Nev snapped abruptly. 

				And as if that wasn’t already strange enough, I had no warning of what was about to take place next. With no introduction and without any shame at all, a man stood up and started to loudly proclaim, “Shumba rabba be ubber beatulde de…”

				“WHAT? What is THAT??” 

				Now I’m freaked out. I’m right back to where I was when I first set foot in the door, worried that I’d stumbled into that cult. I was taught Luther’s Catechism all throughout my Sunday School days, but nothing had prepared me for anything like this.

				Thankfully, that part of the service passed by and the leader preached from the Bible a somewhat familiar gospel message, though it somehow seemed to carry a lot more weight to it. 
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				It took a few weeks of attending that church every Saturday evening before I was able to accept the gifts of the Holy Spirit and feel safe in that atmosphere.

				Oh, but now… 

				How glorious is the move of the Holy Spirit! How edifying are the gifts as they are released through faith and boldness, bringing people into a real and tangible encounter with God’s glory and love for His people. 

				After finally humbling myself and receiving prayer on my fourth visit, I was instantly filled with God’s life-changing love and power. My life was radically changed. 

				My Lutheran pastor was an elderly gentleman but very open-minded and a good man. He was very concerned that I had gotten involved in something strange, but the simple truth was that I was now all-in and on-fire for Jesus. 

				I started to meet up with my Lutheran Pastor each Wednesday afternoon. We would talk on for hours and hours, or more accurately, I would talk for hours with him about the Lord. I’d talk about my relationship with Jesus, how Jesus speaks to me, and what He’d been showing me in the Word. My Pastor was amazed. He would often say, “Where did you learn this?”, or, “How do you know that?” I would say, “I haven’t just read 

			

		

	
		
			
				64

			

		

		
			
				From War to Wonder

			

		

		
			
				the Book, but I am best friends with the Man who wrote it. He shows me all these things.”

				Church without Pentecost… well, I need to be careful how I say this… Let’s just say that without Pentecost I doubt that I would have ever really found Christ. I certainly would not have been able to maintain the disciplines of my religious Lutheran upbringing. Most likely, I would have back-slidden into complete indulgence in worldliness and left Christ completely behind. I would have married the wrong person, lived in the wrong town, hung out with the wrong crowd and so on. I owe everything that I am today to the fact that I attended a Pentecostal church back in March 1990. 

				Pentecost is precious. I could never go back. Of all the things worth fighting for, it’s right near the top. It’s the first thing that disappears for the believer who’s in decline. Pentecost is the edge, it’s the passion, it’s the power, it’s the difference between today’s manna and the stale maggot-infected manna of yesterday.

				“However, some of them paid no attention to Moses; they kept part of it until morning, but it was full of 
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				maggots and began to smell. So Moses was angry with them.” (Exodus 16:20)

				Oh, how the Church needs Pentecost! It has to be in everything we do. I’m not into pushing people into a religious experience like pushing a mob of sheep through sheep yards at shearing time, but having my life transformed in an atmosphere filled with Pentecost has left an indelible thumbprint from the Lord on my life. It’s just an inescapable and undeniable part of everything I do and I want everyone to experience this amazing gift for themselves.

				For the last week, I’ve been ministering to a gentleman (Luke) who is in hospital receiving treatment for bowel cancer. I met Luke (another Lutheran) years ago in my old Lutheran Youth days. Last Friday night he rang me for prayer. After a brief chat I asked him if he prayed in tongues. 

				“No, I haven’t been able to do that” he replied.

				“Would you like to?” I asked him. 

				 “Yes, I would thanks”, he replied.

				So that night, over the phone, I gave him a Bible study on the baptism in the Holy Spirit (outlined in the next chapter). I also emailed a written copy of the study to him to read over. 
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				“I want you to call me on Sunday night and if you want to, I’ll pray for you over the phone then and you’ll be filled with the Holy Spirit and speaking with other tongues”, I told him.

				Sunday night rolls around, and he called me right on queue. After a quick recap of the scriptures from the Bible study, I led him in a prayer to be baptised in the Holy Spirit. The prayer went something like this:

				“Dear Jesus, right now I ask you to fill me with the Holy Spirit. Baptise me now, from the bottom of my feet, to the top of my head; and overflowing. Just like on the day of Pentecost, I’ll be filled with power and boldness and I’ll speak with other tongues in Jesus’ Name. Thank you Lord. Amen.”

				It took no longer than 5 seconds before a beautiful new language of the Holy Spirit began flowing from his lips.

				Hallelujah! Luke now has his own personal hotline to heaven. Now he can spend unlimited amounts of time communing with the Lord. Now he can take his faith and walk with God into a whole new realm. 

				“But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit” (Jude 20 NJKV)
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				To me, leading a person into the baptism in the Holy Spirit is the greatest thing ever; second only to salvation. 

				There’s a teaching in a lot of churches today, especially evangelical churches (including the one I grew up in), that says we receive the Holy Spirit when we are Born Again and that’s it; there’s nothing more than that. They don’t accept that the baptism in the Holy Spirit is a separate experience from receiving the Holy Spirit at salvation. 

				I honestly don’t know how they come up with this stuff, because I can’t see that in the Bible, and this is where so many people get misled. They go to church and hear this stuff and believe what they hear. They love God and want to live for Him, but they end up leading powerless, defeated lives. Or at best, they live a mediocre life that doesn’t look much different to the world. 

				And that’s just what the devil wants. He wants to keep us powerless and captive and he wants the world to see that Christians are no different to them except that maybe they’re a bit more miserable. They get just as sick, just as downcast, just as fearful, just as worried about this, that and the other... but as well as all that, they’re trying to please a God that doesn’t seem to do much for them. Why would anyone want that? Can you see something wrong with this picture? 
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				It’s this sort of teaching that renders God powerless in our lives, so we’ve got to stand strong against this stuff and know what the Bible really says. But as well as that, we need to be able to demonstrate the power of God; not just talk about it. 

				“For the Kingdom of God is not a matter of talk, but of power.” (1 Corinthians 4:20)

				We’ve got to have the power of the Holy Ghost overflowing in our lives so that anyone who comes near us is going to get a touch from the Lord whether they like it or not. Amen? 

				Now before we go ahead and look at this in more detail in the scriptures, I want to make it clear that you don’t need to speak in tongues to be saved. That’s another wild teaching that’s out there and it’s not what the Bible says. I once heard a preacher (tongue-in-cheek) clarify it this way: “You don’t need to be baptised in the Holy Ghost to go to heaven. In fact, if you’re not, you might get there sooner!”

				Ok, hopefully you get that… so let’s take a look at what the Bible has to say about baptism in the Holy Spirit (or another term is being ‘filled with the Holy Spirit’).
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				It’s true that we receive the Holy Spirit when we’re saved. No question. The Bible is very clear on that. When we proclaim “Jesus is Lord”, we’re making that statement by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

				“Therefore, I want you to know that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.” (1 Corinthians 12:3)

				“When you believed, you were marked in Him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of His glory.” (Ephesians 1:13b-14)

				So, if we get the Holy Spirit at salvation, why did Jesus (in Acts 1:4-5) command the disciples to wait in Jerusalem for the baptism of the Holy Spirit? Haven’t they already got Him? Let’s go to the Bible – the Word of God - and look at what happened leading up to the day of Pentecost, starting at John Chapter 20.

				Here, the disciples are locked in a room hiding from the Jewish leaders and fearing for their lives. They saw Jesus crucified just two days prior and even though Jesus had told them on numerous occasions about His impending death 
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				and resurrection, they didn’t really understand or believe what He was saying. So they still thought He was dead. 

				Let’s pick up the story at verse 19:

				“On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” After He said this, He showed them His hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.” (John 20:19-20)

				So now they believe He’s risen from the dead. Watch what happens next:

				“Again, Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent Me, I am sending you.” And with that He breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”” (John 20:21-22)

				Why did Jesus do that? 

				Romans 10:9 says:

				“If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the 
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				dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved.” 

				According to this verse, there are two things a believer must do to be saved:

				Believe in your heart that Jesus rose from the dead and is alive today

				Confess with your mouth that He is Lord.

				So, in a New Testament sense, prior to Jesus appearing in the room and convincing the disciples that it was really Him, the disciples were not yet Born Again. They loved Jesus and believed He was Lord, but they didn’t believe He was risen from the dead until they saw Him. It was at that moment that they could be Born Again and receive the Holy Spirit. 

				Now let’s continue the story in Acts Chapter 1:

				“After His suffering, He [Jesus] presented Himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that He was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 

				On one occasion, while He was eating with them, He gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift My Father promised, which you 
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				have heard Me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 1:3-5)

				Hang on a minute, didn’t Jesus already breathe on them and say, “Receive the Holy Spirit”, back in the locked room a few days prior (John 20:22)? But now He’s saying, “In a few days you will be baptised in the Holy Spirit”. 

				Jesus went on to tell His disciples:

				“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

				So, the Bible is quite clear that the indwelling of the Holy Spirit we receive at salvation is not the same as the baptism in the Holy Spirit. They are two separate experiences.

				Reading on into Acts Chapter 2:

				“When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the 
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				blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.” (Acts 2:1-4)

				If you read on in Acts Chapter 2, you’ll see a miraculous transformation in the disciples. They received the power promised by Jesus in Acts 1:8. That power manifested in boldness, prophesy, miracles, and a divine authority. They went from cowering in a locked room to boldly proclaiming in the streets the resurrection of Jesus and the fulfilment of Joel’s prophesy about the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. The Bible says more than three thousand were saved that day. What a difference!

				There are numerous other instances recorded in the Bible where it clearly shows that the baptism in the Holy Spirit is a separate and subsequent experience to salvation. Another example is in Acts Chapter 8:

				“When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the Word of God, they sent Peter and John to Samaria. When they arrived, they 
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				prayed for the new believers there that they might receive the Holy Spirit, because the Holy Spirit had not yet come on any of them; they had simply been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 8:14-17)

				“While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message.  The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on Gentiles.  For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God.

				Then Peter said,  “Surely no one can stand in the way of their being baptized with water. They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.”  So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.” (Acts 10:44-47)

				It’s hard to comprehend the incredible power that is available to us through the baptism in the Holy Spirit. 

				“I also pray that you will understand the incredible greatness of God’s power for us who believe Him. 
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				This is the same mighty power that raised Christ from the dead and seated Him in the place of honor at God’s right hand in the heavenly realms.” (Ephesians 1:19-20)

				And that very same power is available to all of us today - the power to perform the same miracles as Jesus. In fact, Jesus Himself said we would do even more than he did!

				“Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.” (John 14:12)

				We don’t have to earn it; we just have to ask for it. 

				“Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead?  Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion?  If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 

				(Luke 11:11-13)

				If you are Born Again but have never been baptised in the Holy Spirit, you can pray the simple prayer below and
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				ask the Father to baptise you in the Holy Spirit right now. Once you have prayed this prayer in faith, you will be filled with the Holy Spirit and you’ll then be able to pray in tongues. It’s a mighty spiritual weapon! You will have the supernatural ability to perform miracles, signs and wonders as the Holy Spirit enables you. It’s incredible. It will change your life!

				“Father in heaven, I receive and confess Jesus as my Lord and Saviour and am therefore Your Child. In accordance with Your Word, I ask You now to baptise me in the Holy Spirit. Fill me to overflowing with more and more and more of You. Thank you, Lord. Amen.”

				Find a place by yourself, pray this prayer and then action it in faith by starting to pray in tongues. You CAN do it. Your new prayer language may flow easily straight away or you might just start with a few syllables and will take a little practice (especially if you think about it too much – remember it doesn’t involve your brain). 

				Persevere and practice praying in tongues out loud enough so that you can hear yourself. You are unlocking a whole new dimension of living in the Spirit. It so awesome! Praise Him and thank Him. Hallelujah!
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				The next chapter not only reveals how we can stay filled, but also how we can increase the level of Holy Spirit anointing and power in our life.

				It’s simple and it’s within everyone’s reach right now. 
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				Chapter Five 

				A Time and a Place

				“One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer—at three in the afternoon.”(Acts 3:1)

				I always wanted to see the miraculous happen. I’d have a crack at it all the time, right from when I first got saved in 1990. I would be praying for the sick often and I’d see about one person a year get their back healed, or a headache would go or something like that. All the other times I prayed it didn’t seem like anything was happening. 

				Back in 2007 my son was getting badly bullied at school. He was seven years old. We didn’t know it was happening at the time and he would never tell us. As the year progressed, he didn’t want to go to school anymore. His grades began to slip and he lost his smile. When we started to see signs of depression on him, I said, “I’m not having my son go through this. We’ve never had depression in our family and we’re not going to start now!” It was at a time in our lives when there were a few different things challenging us and at the same 
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				time I was wanting to get closer to the Lord. So, I went to praying in tongues. 

				Praying in tongues had been a big part of my life since getting saved, but this time I went to a whole new level. I would get up early every morning as soon as the alarm went off (there’s another story behind that, but I’ll save that for another day). I would get up around 4:00 – 4:30 most mornings and I’d pray in tongues for an hour, sometimes two hours, just pacing backwards and forwards down in my garage underneath the house where I had my own space. No one else was around and I wasn’t disturbing anyone down there. So I would just do that. Pray in tongues. That’s all I would do, while pacing back and forth. I wouldn’t sit down otherwise I’d just daydream and go to sleep… no, I walked backwards and forwards, backwards and forwards, praying. 

				I had been doing this for about three months solid without missing a day, and I didn’t really feel anything. I was excited about doing it, I knew it was right, I had faith that it would work from what the Scriptures told me, but nothing seemed to be happening. So, I said to God one day, “How come it’s not really, you know, doing much?” And He said, “It’s because you’re so dry”. 

				“Dry?” I was one of the ‘fired-up’ ones at church! I was a front row-er! Well, that’s what I thought anyway. And that’s what a 
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				lot of other people thought too, judging from what they said about me. I wasn’t lukewarm or backslidden by any means, but God said I was “dry”. 

				Then the Holy Spirit showed me a picture of drought-stricken land. Having grown up on a farm, I knew exactly what that was like. What was once a lush, green paddock turns to bare, sun-baked dirt. 

				Now if you get a bucket of water and tip it on dirt like that it doesn’t do what you might expect. The water doesn’t soak into the dirt at all. Instead, it hits the ground and scatters in every direction, each drop getting instantly coated with a fine layer of dust as it scoots across the surface. The dust makes the water bead so it just sits there on top of the soil without soaking in at all, and the ground where you first tipped the bucket stays as parched and dry as it ever was. 

				The only way to get that ground moist again to the point where plants can grow in it, is for constant, soaking rain to fall on it. A passing shower isn’t enough. Even a heavy downfall won’t do it. That will just run off the surface like the bucket of water and eventually cause soil erosion. It actually does more harm than good. What the ground needs is constant, gentle, steady rain – weeks of it.
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				Our walk with God and the level of anointing we carry is just like that. We need a constant, steady rain from the Holy Spirit to keep us wet enough that we have something to give others who are thirsty. An occasional cloudburst won’t do it.

				I’ve been to all sorts of Christian conferences over the years. And what I’ve found is that the amount of time that the conference goes for is about how long the ‘high’ or the inspiration will last after you leave. So after a one-week conference, let’s be honest, the high lasts about one week and then everything pretty much goes back to normal.

				But, if you go to praying in tongues each day and investing that time with God, then when you go to a conference or some great ministry time and your faith gets elevated through the Word, through hanging out with others and by just being in an atmosphere of faith; then you’ll find that you’ll lock in that ‘high’ because of what’s going on at home. You’ll find that you’ll retain it and you’ll start to walk on a whole new level. It won’t run away on you and you won’t run dry.

			

		

		
			
				    

				
					[image: ]
				

				
					[image: ]
				

				
					[image: ]
				

				
					[image: ]
				

				
					[image: ]
				

			

		

	
		
			
				83

			

		

		
			
				Chapter 5: A Time and a Place

			

		

		
			
				So, after about three months of praying in tongues every morning despite not seeing anything … BOOM! Suddenly stuff just started to happen without me even trying. 

				At that time, I was leading the Welcome team at church. If people were new to the church, they were invited to the Welcome Lounge after the service so we could get to know them. They were maybe from another church or local visitors or whatever, and they were often already Christian. I’d be talking with them and I’d be overflowing and excited and they’d get filled with the Holy Ghost right there in the Welcome Lounge. They’d be telling me how they couldn’t pray in tongues and had been wanting to for years and then boom, away they’d go. It was awesome!

				Then I started to lay hands on the sick. 

				I still remember the first guy who got a massive breakthrough. His name is Robert. I knew him from church and I had gone to his workplace to fix his car. As he and I were chatting he started complaining about how he was struggling at work because he’d been promoted to an office job but was having more and more trouble seeing the computer screen. He had even gone and got one of those magnifiers that you install in front of the screen to make things look bigger, but still he was getting tired eyes and headaches from straining to read the text. 

			

		

	
		
			
				84

			

		

		
			
				From War to Wonder

			

		

		
			
				I put my hand on his shoulder and prayed a simple prayer commanding his vision to restore. Then I got out my phone, which back in those days had tiny print, and asked him to read it. He held my phone at arm’s length and excitedly exclaimed “Oh! That’s perfectly clear!” Boom, 20-20 vision just like that. Praise God!

				Well, that was it. After that I really started to go crazy, praying for whoever I could. And so it went on and on, and continues to get better and more exciting every day. 

				As for our son - he went from having maybe one good day a month at school and the rest really, really bad; to having just the opposite – maybe one bad day a month and the rest were really good. He made great new friends, the bullying stopped and the depression left him. Thank You Lord!

				“You will seek Me and find Me when you seek Me with all your heart.” (Jeremiah 29:13)

				“And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to Him must believe that He exists and that He rewards those who earnestly seek Him.” (Hebrews 11:6) 

				For me it took about three months of consistent, focussed, diligent prayer before I broke through. 
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				So, here’s the thing: most people hear this message and they see the miracles God does through our ministry and they think, “Right, I’m going to do that.” They go home, set the alarm and away they go. But after a week or so when it seems like nothing has changed, they phase out. They drift back. They start to do other things with that time and before long they’re back to where they were.

				If you have the desire to draw closer to God and to see more fruit of the Spirit working in your life, don’t give up. Just keep going until you see the breakthrough. It’ll change your life.

				Not long after things started to turn around for us, I was in my garage one morning praying away when the Holy Spirit asked me, “So how long are you going to keep doing this for?” Hmmm. I knew this was a trick question. I stopped pacing for a second, thinking about the ramifications of my answer. 

				I was reminded of my childhood growing up in country New South Wales. The footy was on every Saturday morning through winter. In the country you could park your car right against the fence of the footy oval. That way you could watch 
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				the game without having to get out of your warm car and you’d give your team a honk on the horn whenever they scored a goal. That’s the way we did it in the country. But you had to get there early or you would miss out on getting a space next to the fence. 

				Anyway, Mum and Dad would stay sitting in the car, but us kids would be running around playing in the playground with all the other kids, or mucking around behind the sheds, or whatever we could find to do while the game was on. 

				Now, my Nanna liked to come and watch the footy. She was a widow and lived a fairly solitary life these days, but was a lovely, kind soul. My cousin knew how kind she was so when he was ready for a snack, he would go and “say hello” to Nanna and “keep her company for a while”. She loved seeing us kids and my cousin would sit in her car and chat with her just long enough for her to reach for her handbag and give him a few coins that he could go and spend at the tuckshop. He never stayed a single second longer than he had to. Once the money came out, he was off like a shot. Every week it was the same.

				You can see the connection, right? How often in the past have we had a pressing need and sought the Lord in prayer long and hard, only to drift back to our own little world once the answer to prayer had come? 
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				Back in my garage, with that one simple question, God pointed His finger directly at my heart. He already knew what I was going to say, He just needed me to hear it for myself.

				“Hmmm… For the rest of my life, I guess”, I replied. 

				I still get up early and pray every morning and it’s totally changed my life. It’s so awesome! And I know there’s always more that He wants me to have. Why on earth would I stop? 

				Right now, I’m going to give you a really golden tip. If you can do what I’m about to say, you will be 95% on your way towards having a powerful, life-changing devotional life with the Lord which will underscore everything He ever calls you to do from this day forward. 

				The Bible says in Acts chapter 3:

				“One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer—at three in the afternoon.” (Acts 3:1)

				Note that it says “at three in the afternoon” – they had a time. And they were going up to the temple – they had a place.

				The tip is this: You have to set aside a time and a place. A time in the day and a place where you can be alone with God. Not 
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				in the kitchen where everyone’s coming and going, but in a place that can be sacred for you, that will be uninterrupted and will remain constant. And a time that you can lock in every day. It doesn’t have to be early in the morning. My wife prays at night after I’ve gone to bed. It could be straight after the kids go to school in the morning, or whenever. Whatever works for you, but it has to be consistent. 

				Consistency is the key. And if you miss a day God’s not going to be angry, so don’t become religious and get condemned about it. That’s important. Just get right back to it the next day. That’s important too!

				You see, most people have a ‘floating appointment’ with the Lord. “Okay God, after I do the dishes, that’s when I’ll have a read of the Bible and pray” … and you just finish the dishes and that show comes on the telly. The one that was ‘to be continued’ from last week. Or it’s the last episode in the series. Gotta watch that! Or the phone rings and it’s your mum or someone important, or it’s one of your family and they’ve got to… whatever. And guess what? No prayer time.

				A floating appointment with the Lord never works. If you think you are going to be filled with the Spirit and grow in God by setting floating 
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				appointments here and there, you’re kidding yourself. But that’s what most Christians do. 

				How often do you charge your mobile phone? I have to charge mine every day. I put it on to charge before I go to bed at night so it’s full and ready to go the next day. But if I forget to do that, I wake up the next morning and after prayer I find that my phone’s on about 12%. Oh no… I haven’t got time to charge it before I have to be at my first job for the day so I jump in my work truck and I’m off. And I don’t have a charger in my truck… so I’m limping through the day trying to make that 12% stretch as far as I can, knowing I’ve got nothing in reserve. Before I get to that first job, I’ve already had a customer call me and now I’m down to 10%. Uh oh… 

				And so it continues through the day. I don’t make the calls I really want to make because I don’t have enough spare power. I’m cutting conversations with my customers short. I can’t listen to worship music or a good preach as I drive. I’m just doing the bare minimum to make it as far through the day as I can with what little I’ve got. 

				Now if you were a mobile phone, how much charge would you have? I actually challenged myself with this thought some time ago and over the course of a week I only plugged my phone into power when I was praying in tongues. Praise 
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				God, I managed to get to 100%. But how many Christians are out there who are trying to live a victorious Christian life on 12%?

				And believe it or not, there are a lot of Christian ministers who fall into the same trap. The devil loves to get us busy with good things – ministering to others, helping others in need, spending time with family, work, church administration, etc., etc. These are all good things to do, but when ‘the ministry’ starts taking up so much time that it’s hard to find time for a consistent daily one-on-one with God, then that’s when things start to unravel. That’s when we start ministering in the flesh rather than in the power of the Holy Spirit. It drains life out of everyone, because only the Holy Spirit – the Spirit of God – is our true source of life. 

				The Bible warns about this with what happened with the apostles in Chapter Acts 6: 

				“1 In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. 2 So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, “It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers and sisters, 
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				choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them 4 and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.”

				“7 So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith.” (Acts 6:1-4,7)

				It would have been so easy for the apostles to get caught up in the day-to-day ‘ministry’ and lose the anointing that was so powerfully operating through them. Praise God they stayed true to their calling and note in verse 7 the fruit that came from it. I reckon this is one of the biggest reasons why the early church in the Book of Acts had so much success and the main reason why the modern church has so little. 

				There are many pastors and ministers today who are in exactly the same position that the apostles faced in Acts 6. But instead of seeking God first, they have been pulled by the enemy out of their ‘secret place’ where the source of power is, into the work of the flesh. They’ve lost sight of the true call of God on their life – seeking God in prayer and the Word so they can lead, anoint and equip the saints for life in the Spirit realm. 
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				I once heard a wise teacher say “Ministry is a fruit, it’s not a pursuit”, meaning it’s an overflow of the anointing Godputs on your life as you devote yourself to Him (not ‘the ministry’). 

				But this warning is not just for ministers. It’s for every Christian. And this is also why most Christians struggle when challenges arise in their life. They’ve got their gun in the cupboard. 

				“Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.” (1 Peter 5:8)

				“The thief comes only in order to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it in abundance [to the full, till it overflows].” (John 10:10 AMP)

				God is the source of life, not the world. The more you spend time with God and get into the realm of the Spirit through prayer and meditating on the Word, the more life you will have, and the more life you’ll have to impart to others; not out of your own efforts, but out of an overflow of the Holy Spirit in you. 
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				God has promised us an abundance of life. That’s not just enough to get by, but more than enough. You’ll be bursting with life, health, peace and joy; and there’ll be plenty to go around. You’ll experience the miraculous like never before. 

				“I pray that you will continually experience the immeasurable greatness of God’s power made available to you through faith. Then your lives will be an advertisement of this immense power as it works through you!” (Ephesians 1:19 TPT)

				You will truly live a life of wonder. It’s the only way to go! 
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				Chapter SIX 

				Challenge

				Congratulations! Now you know ‘the secret’ to an exciting, abundant and fruitful Christian life! It’s not rocket science; like all things in God, it’s really very simple. But simple doesn’t necessarily mean easy. There is a cost.

				The theory is great, but it means nothing unless you are hungry enough for God to put this into practice. Now I won’t lie – it’ll take a determination to push through, especially in the initial stage towards breakthrough, but boy it’s worth it! 

				As you spend consistent, quality time with the Lord, doing what I have outlined in this book – i.e., meditating on the Word and praying in tongues - He will change your life in ways you’ve only dreamed of. He’ll open your eyes to things you’ve never seen before. It will be like the world changes from black-and-white to full colour. You’ll just see things differently. What used to rattle you before won’t even register on the Richter scale. You’ll start to discern the work of the enemy before it even reaches you so you can cut it off before it has a chance 
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				to touch you. You’ll see opportunities open up before you, and you’ll see miracle upon miracle upon miracle not just in your own life, but in the lives of those around you. People will be attracted to you. They’ll want what you’ve got, because they’ll sense the Holy Spirit just by being around you.

				Your priorities will change and come into line with God’s purpose for your life. And this won’t be you struggling to be ‘a good Christian’, it will just naturally flow out of an abundance of the Holy Spirit working in and through you. And as your faith grows, there will be more and more opportunities for God’s blessing to flow to you and through you. I can absolutely guarantee - life will never be the same!

				So, what now? There’s a cool saying that says, 

				“Today is the first day of the rest of your life”.

				If you’re ready to live a new life of abundance and overflow like I’ve just described (a life of ‘wonder’ in the Spirit realm), then I invite you to take this 90-day challenge:

				Find a time and a place that you can go to every day.

				Pray in tongues – out loud – for a minimum of 15 minutes every day. If you can go longer, great! Set yourself up for success though, not for failure. 
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				Chapter 6: Challenge

			

		

		
			
				Start small and work your way up.

				Meditate on scriptures that the Holy Spirit highlights to you as you read the Word each day. Find a scripture and camp there. Get it into your spirit. You’ll be amazed at how much the Holy Spirit will reveal. 

				Spend at least 15 minutes each day meditating on the Word plus 15 minutes general Bible reading.

				Most importantly of all… DON’T STOP!

				If you accept and complete this challenge, we’d love to hear from you. Without a shadow of doubt, you’ll have a testimony to tell! 

				You can contact us at one of the links on the following pages. Let’s celebrate together what God is doing in your life and those around you! 

				Amen!
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				Epilogue

				Since the Lord transformed me, equipped me with these spiritual weapons, and called me into full-time ministry; I have travelled and ministered for more than 35 weekends per year for the last 12 years. That’s multiple thousands of people healed, delivered and set free from sickness, pain, emotional trauma, bondage and addictions. Glory to God! 

				In all of this, the thing that stands out as being the biggest hinderance to people receiving their miracle from God is simply this: They think that God is going to just magically drop their answer, their miracle, their big breakthrough right into their lap. Just like that.

				The big breakthroughs and the true miracles in our lives are not so much external, as they are internal. The Holy Spirit is primarily interested in changing YOU. And as you change, your circumstances will quickly follow. 
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				“…The kingdom of God does not come with observation; nor will they say, ‘See here!’ or ‘See there!’ For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you.” (Luke 17:20–21) 

				As you take up your new divine power weapons, you will move in the spirit from war to wonder, where possibilities are endless and there is literally no limit to what God can do in and through your life. 

				As our time together now draws to a close, let me pray for you:

				Heavenly Father,

				Right now in the precious Name of the Lord Jesus Christ, I commit to you my dear brother/sister. 

				I ask, Lord, for the eyes and ears of their heart to be enlightened this day. May they comprehend the power of your Holy Spirit, your Word and your will for their life in a brand new way. 

				May they encounter true fellowship with your Holy Spirit; the fellowship that breathes new life into every part of their being. I release now in Jesus’ Name, the impartation of power from on high, as promised in your Word (Acts 1:8). 
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				May they prosper in your supernatural favour, protection, health and provision, even as their soul prospers (3 John 1:2). And may there be an abundance of fruit in everything they do. In Jesus’ Name. 

				AMEN.
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				About the Author

				Born in 1966, Brett grew up in country NSW, attending a traditional church with his family. In 1990, at the age of 23, Brett encountered the Holy Spirit and was truly Born Again. His life was radically changed from that moment.

				He grew quickly in his faith and by 1993 he and a group of farmers established a thriving Pentecostal community in his home town of Burrumbuttock. 

				In 2000, God called Brett and his wife Karen to C3 Church in Sydney, where they served for the next 21 years. During this period Brett’s healing ministry became quite well-known and in 2014 Brett Lindner Ministries Incorporated (“BLM” - a non-denominational, not-for-profit organisation) was formed. Since then, Brett travels extensively, ministering in many different churches throughout Australia and overseas. His ministry includes:  

				healing the sick during evangelistic outreach meetings
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				preaching and teaching on the baptism in the Holy Spirit

				training others how to heal the sick - via a 6 hour ‘Masterclass’, which includes a practical session where participants pray for each other and miracles happen

				encouraging and empowering church leaders 

				leading many from the community into a life-changing, personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 

				Modelled on Jesus’ instructions in Matthew 10:8, BLM relies solely on God’s provision through the generosity of church offerings and ministry partners. 

				Many miracles and testimonies from people healed are recorded on video and posted on social media regularly (see links on final page). 

				Brett’s compassionate and witty style quickly endears him to people of all ages and backgrounds and opens their hearts to the Holy Spirit. The clear demonstration of God’s love through signs and wonders ushers a new level of faith into congregations that continues well after Brett leaves.  Pastors also often report additional healings and miracles in the weeks following Brett’s ministry. 
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				Brett and his wife Karen continue to travel and minister full time as well as attending their home church - Awesome Church in Rydalmere (Sydney) NSW – when they can. They are both ordained ministers with ACC (AOG).

				If you would like to partner with our ministry, we would love to hear from you. We believe that every ministry partner is a part of every miracle because without our partners we couldn’t reach so many people with the Gospel and power of God. Simply scan the QR code below or head to www.brettlindner.org/giving for more details on how you partner with us.

				If you are considering Brett’s ministry for your church, we would welcome the opportunity to chat further with you and look forward to hearing from you! 
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				Connect With Us

					

				We’d love to hear from you about how this book has impacted your life. We are always keen to hear testimonies of God’s goodness for those who diligently seek Him, so drop us a line at one of the contact points below.

				 brettlindner.org

					youtube.com/@BrettLindner

					facebook.com/BrettLindnerHealingMinistry

					mail@brettlindner.org
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“l pray that you will continually experience the immeasurable
greatness of God's power made available to you through faith.
Then your lives will be an advertisesment of this immense power
as it works through you! ...”

(Ephesians 1:19 TPT)

It's clear throughout scripture that this is how God has always
intended us to live. Miracles, signs and wonders are still happening
today and they are available to all of us right now. If you are hungry
for more and you want your life to be ‘an advertisement of God’s
immense power’, let me show you how.

This is a very impacting and inspiring book full of powerful truths based on the
Word of God. This book will encourage, uplift and inspire all who read it. Brett
openly shares some incredible keys which he personally lives out that will equip
the reader to live the powerful, abundant and fruitful life that God intends us to
have. If a victorious, anointed life is your desire and you want your spiritual life
to go to a whole new level, this is the book for you.

Ps Hartley Taylor
Senior Pastor, C3 Church Port Macquarie and C3 Church Great Lakes, NSW Australia

This book will help anyone seeking more of the power of the Holy Spirit in their
life. The content is biblically grounded in Pentecostal theology and practice.
| have witnessed amazing healings and salvations in our churches as Pastor Brett
has preached the Gospel and prayed for the sick. He has great insight into what
it takes to prepare and position your life for the miraculous. Everything outlined
in these pages, he lives out on a daily basis. | encourage every reader to absorb
and practice these principles and they will see the power of the Holy Spirit
increase in their life and ministry.

Ps Daniel Parker

Senior Pastor, Kingston City Church and Christian Resource Ministries, Melbourne
Australia

About the Author:

Since 2014 Ps Brett Lindner
has travelled extensively

throughout  Australia ~ and
M overseas, demonstrating God's
love through miracles, signs
and wonders. He is an accredited Specialist Minister
with ACC (AOG) but ministers in many different
church denominations under the banner of Brett
Lindner Ministries Incorporated. 80645 8722
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